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Senator John Cornyn

United States Senate

517 Hart Senate Office Bldg.

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Cornyn:

| am writing to express the support of the Federation of American
Scientists for your continuing efforts to promote openness in government,
and specifically for your proposed legislation to strengthen the Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA).

It is our belief that openness generally, and the FOIA in particular,
have an importance that transcends the usual political divides. By making
information available to our citizens, we advance the ideals of democratic
self-governance that we all share.

Your proposed legislation would strengthen the FOIA in several
important ways: It would reverse recent trends to use fee recovery as an
impediment to FOIA processing; it would strengthen the position of
requesters who are forced to pursue litigation to gain the records they seek;
it would enhance and clarify the administration of the FOIA; and it would
create an important new mechanism to audit agency compliance with the
FOIA, among other important provisions.

Perhaps most fundamentally, your legislation marks a hopeful new
resurgence of congressional attention to these fundamental issues.

Thank you for your leadership.
Sincerely,
Steven Aftergood
Project Director

FAS Project on Government Secrecy
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